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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 5/21/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The arguments presented is that the Examiner's usage of the various 
numbers in the Asakawa reference for a possible calculation of the minimum design 
distance is not enough to be obvious. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. In the 
applicant's specification, P[0074] only gives an example that the minimum design 
distance is chose to be (5+5 mm) for the leading and trailing edges. This appears to 
simply be an arbitrary value for a given printer, so that there is some space between two 
areas where image is to be developed. 

In the Asakawa reference, column 5, lines 1-7 discloses that step associated to 
their invention is triggered from the detection of a gap. Also the gap size is measured. 
In column 8, lines 22-29, Asakawa disclose that the gap includes also include margins 
for a page. Thus the gap can be interpreted as the bottom margin of a first page, the 
space between the pages, and the top margin of the next page. Thus, it would be 
obvious that there is at least a minimum design distance of the margins to be taken into 
account. The leading margin of a second page needs to exceed at least a distance into 
the bottom portion of the print head swath. 

For example, if a document is to have sheets of papers set to have 0.25 inch 
margins, then there is at least a gap of 0.5 inches between two pages since a bottom 
margin of a first page and the top margin of a next page add up to 0.5. Thus, from a 
given gap, one of ordinary skill can figure out at least a minimum margin of at most 1/2 
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the gap distance, if there is no space between the two sheets of paper. And again, one 
of ordinary sl<ill would realize that the gap has to be a sufficient enough size to be 
identified as a gap as opposed to, for example, some blank lines between lines of text 
on a page. Or even more simply put, a margin size in the Asakawa reference can be 
used as a minimum design distance, since the invention can include the margins as part 
of the gap distance, and the Asakawa invention needs those values to properly figure 
out how much the print swath overlaps the edges of two pages. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yixing Qin whose telephone number is (571)272-7381 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571 ) 272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

YQ 

/Twyler L. Haskins/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



